CHAPTER    XL VII
FROM DISASTER TO VICTORY
1918
EASTERNERS and Westerners had further material for their con-
troversy in January, 1918. Lloyd George could point to the
Italian disaster as proof of the folly of concentrating all forces on the
Western front, and to the success in Palestine as evidence of what
might have been achieved if his alternative strategy had been adopted.
The generals could point to the immense new forces released from
the East by the collapse of Russia, and the swiftness and ease with
which on the interior lines they could be wheeled round to the West.
Lloyd George forced the resignation of Robertson by placing him in
a subordinate position on the Supreme Council and insisted on the
dismissal of the Chief of Staff in France. But Haig remained dug in,
and turned the blind eye to all intimations from Prime Minister and
Cabinet that his resignation would be acceptable. More than ever
he considered it his duty to remain at his post unless and until he
received orders that he considered to be disastrous.
The argument was, as usual, in the air. The Supreme Council had
no more intention than any other military authority to which the
question had been submitted of letting forces be withdrawn from
France for adventures elsewhere. On the contrary it was soon
demanding that the British should lengthen their line and take up a
larger share of the burden of defence. Holding to their 'view that
the Western front was "over-insured," British Ministers were per-
suaded that Haig could do this without being reinforced, and under
pressure he consented to prolong his line to a point south of St.
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